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ceiving accurate Information over long distances. If
we are to credit the apparently unvarnished accounts,
it was as remarkable in its way as wireless telegraphy
or mental telepathy. An Indian could and often did
know exactly how many men or horses were ap-
proaching long before they could be seen or heard;
he could tell where or in what direction a friend or
an enemy was traveling,, and he could perform many
more equally mysterious feats.
Even to-day some of the living descendants of
these people possess the same weird power. Accord-
ing to my friend, Dr. Juan Durand, who has devoted
many years to a study of Incan history, traditions
and life, he personally has witnessed such feats. One
night, while at an Indian hut at Raco, the Indian
owner placed his ear to the floor and told Doctor
Durand the exact number of men in a platoon of
soldiers who were passing at a distance of more than
three kilometers from the spot* Another Indian at
Panao, without rising from his couch, stated the num-
ber of men on foot and the number of mounted men
traveling on a distant road, and even told the order
in which they moved and the direction in which they
were going*
In 1896, while between Cayumba and Monzon,
Doctor Durand's Indian carriers deserted; but with-
out faltering or hesitating, other Indians gave the
texact route the fugitives had taken and followed
them for eight days across deserts, mountains and
rivers where there was no sign of a trail or spoor, of-
ten cutting across country, and found them exactly
where they had foretold.
Personally I have never witnessed demonstrations